
 

3-16 Catholic School Councils meetings 

St Illtyd’s Primary School 

February 10, 2022 

Present:  

19 pupils from school council 

Teacher Mrs Minett, School Council and Year 5/6 teacher:  

Sophie Nicholls, 21st Century Schools, MTCBC  

Chris Jones, Property Services, MTCBC 

Jackie Huybs, Corporate Communications & Engagement (Notes), MTCBC   

 

Mrs Minett: We went through the Options in a lot of detail and the children were very 
excited and keen to give their opinions and cast votes. 

Questions from the children 

Q: Will there be lines for different sports on the MUGA (Multi Use Games Area) at 
the new school? 

(Mrs Minett explained that St Illtyd’s pupils currently have just one yard on which to 
play sports, and have to put cones down the middle, so they can play two games at 
one time). 

A: There will be three MUGAs on site A, and four on site B, allowing pupils to play a 
range of sports at the same time - netball on one, football on another, basketball on 
another, etc - without interrupting one another’s games. We can work with the school 
to decide which sports lines we should include in the MUGAs.  

There will also be a forest school area where students could learn in nature about 
trees, plants and insects, on the school site. 

 

Q: Would there be boundaries so primary and secondary pupils don’t mix and the 
primary school pupils would feel safe?  

A:  We’ll make sure that there are certain areas only secondary and only primary 
school pupils can be in. The point of 3-16 is that we can have access to specialist 
facilities like a science lab and drama and textile rooms all in the same building, and 
an opportunity to have specialist knowledge from both sets of teachers across the 
school. 



 

Q: Will there be a computer room?   

A:  Yes, an IT classroom in the secondary age area, but one that school staff can 
timetable, so there’ll be no problem in any of the pupils using it. There will be 
charging areas for iPads and chromebooks in the Primary department.  

Through primary age, you’ll have your own classroom that you go to every year.  But 
when you go to secondary school, each lesson will be taught in a different room.   

 

Q: Are we going to have new school uniforms?   

A:  That is up to the governing body and the Headteacher of the new school – 
there’ll be one boss for four schools from September.  But you will likely be asked 
your opinion a new school uniform. 

Q: Will the school uniform for both primary and secondary be the same or different? 

A: Again, that’s up to the head and governing body. 

 

Q: Will there be a church on site, as there is at the current school?   

A: We will include a chapel in the new school building which will be used by primary 
and secondary age pupils. Welsh Government has been asked to provide extra 
money to make sure a chapel is built because it is important for the 3-16 faith school. 

 

Q: Will there be buses to pick some children up who don’t have a car and are too far 
too walk?  Quite a few children will need that because they’re some distance away. 

A: We’ll be measuring the distance and transport will be provided depending on 
distance.  Access will be designed so that buses can drive onto the site and drop the 
pupils off safely. 

 

Q: Will there be fences surrounding the school? 

A: Yes, we have to design school buildings to a standard to make sure they’re all 
secure and safe.  

 

Q: How long will the school take to build? 



A:  Work could begin on Option A – the Greenie site – straight away, and Option B – 
the current Bishop Hedley site - would take a little longer as the existing school 
would have to be demolished first.  So Option A would be finished by 2025 and 
Option B by 2026. 

 

Q: How would pupils get around the school building in Option A? 

A: The main entrance is in the middle of the building, and most likely, primary pupils 
would go straight into their classes when they are dropped off; there will be a 
separate dining area for primary and secondary pupils on the ground floor.  If you 
need to use the big sports hall or other specialist areas, teachers will walk you there 
if they have timetabled access. 

 

Q: Will there be elevators for disabled children?  

A:  Yes, the school will be compliant with the Equalities Act. 

 

Q: Would there be more than one exit?  Because it would be quite hard to get all the 
children from each class out of just one. 

A: We have building regulations that state you can’t be too far from a fire exit, so 
everyone is no further than a certain distance from one.  There will be more than one 
exit and entrance to and from school, and each primary classroom has an exit door 
to outside. 

 

Vote 

Option A – 17 votes. 

Option B - 2 votes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bishop Hedley High School 

Friday 11th February 2022 

 

Meeting 1 

 

Present:  

16 Pupils from School Parliament Years 7-9 were in attendance. 

Deputy Head, Robin Davies 

Sophie Nicholls, 21st Century Schools, MTCBC  

Chris Jones, Property Services, MTCBC 

Jayne Overbury, Corporate Communications & Engagement (Notes), MTCBC   

 

Sophie gave an overview on the 3-16 school options and consultation process. 

 

Not all pupils have seen the plans, so each option was explained in detail. 

 

Option A the Greenie site 

Option B the existing site 

 

Questions 

 

Q. If we needed to demolish this site how long would this take? 

A. If we build Option B temporary buildings put onto existing site to 

accommodate pupils while the school is constructed.  2026 building should be 

complete. 

 

Q. What if the new school is built on Greenie site? 

A. Would be completed 2025 easier site to build on. 

 

Q. If built on option A what would happen to this existing site? 

A. This site can be use the land is Educations – but nothing has been decided 

yet, Gwaunfarren Primary school could still utilise the sports pitch. 

 

Q. If we build on the existing site will there be enough classrooms? 

A. Timetables can be looked at to maximise the use of the phase 1 site and use 

portacabins. 

 

Q. How would we move around the new school? 

A. Separation between primary and secondary pupils explained with core staff, 

dining and chapel areas between the two. The building will be built to meet 

the equalities act standards so will be fully accessible.  

 

Sophie asked what are your preferences? 

Comments below not all students commented. 

 

Building on this site preference save the greenie 



Prefer this site 

Prefer this site parents had letter to sign a petition 

Prefer this site for the community 

More space on the greenie so would prefer to build it there.  

 

 

Q. If on the Greenie will they take all the gates from the field? 

A. There will be new fencing at the school site. 

 

Q. If you build on the existing site what about the school fields 

A. Use the buttercup site for rugby pitch to meet requirement for pitches.  

 

Q. How big will the school be? 

A. 10,000 square meters approximately taking building bulletin calculation into 

account 

 

Q. How big is this existing site? 

A. Not sure exactly how big BHHS is but new build would be a more efficient 

design to utilise all space. 

 

Q. Bus system how would this work with younger children? 

A. There would likely be separate start and finish times for secondary and 

primary pupils. Access to school transport will depend on calculations of 

where people live. Different drop off areas. 

 

Q. The teacher in St Mary’s and St Illtyd’s will they be teaching in the new build? 

A. There will be a new governing body put together and new staff structure put in 

place. 

 

Q. What will happen with the 2 primary schools that close? 

A. Not sure at the moment this will be looked into there are no future plans at the 

moment nothing has been decided yet. Changes to these areas will have to 

go to full council. 

 

Q. Will there be any non-Catholic school pupils? 

A. No it will still be an all-Catholic school. 

 

The process of the consultation and the gathering of the data was explained 

further and that a full council meeting will be called to discuss the consultation 

feedback. Council will decide on a site option. 

 

Q. How do we do the online survey? 

A. The school have paper copies and you can do this on line. 

 

Q. What will happen to all the furniture? 



A. There will be all new furniture in the new school, and if any existing furniture is 

of good quality it can be reused. We would look to recycle any furniture that is 

not up to standard.  

 

Q. Where will the old stuff go? 

A. Look to recycle and give to other schools if still in good quality. 

 

Q. Primary pupils coming together will there still be different years? 

A. There will still be different years, class sizes will be worked out based on how 

many pupils in age group 

 

Q. How will the time tables work? 

A. The same as now no massive change in how secondary lessons operate.  

 

Q. Will there be gates to sperate the school when being is being built on this 

site? 

A. Yes no one will be allowed on the site during construction. 

 

 

Q. All the buses come to this school what will happen to the drop offs? 

A. We will make sure there safe access to the school site and areas for buses to 

drop pupils off. 

  

Q. When will you start demolition of this building if option B chosen? 

A. January 2023 we will start to strip the building and demolition will follow this. 

 

Q. How long will it take to demolish? 

A. 2/3 months approximately.  

 

Q. Would the building works affect any of the roads in the area? 

A. Blocked off fencing will be in place, any materials will be safely delivered and 

the contractors will make sure the highways are kept clean.  Environmentally 

friendly school carbon neutral 

 

Thanked all pupils and explained that the consultation closes on the 17th. The 

school have all of the information about the survey if anyone wanted to 

complete it who hasn’t yet done so. 

 

Option A 1/16 

Option B 15/16 

 

Meeting 2 

 

10 Pupils from School Parliament Years 10-11 were in attendance. 

Deputy Head, Robin Davies 

Sophie Nicholls, 21st Century Schools, MTCBC  



Chris Jones, Property Services, MTCBC 

Jayne Overbury, Corporate Communications & Engagement (Notes), MTCBC   

 

Sophie explained the process and asked if they all know about the site options that 

we want to gauge their options and answer questions on. 

 

Option A Greenie 

Option B this site 

 

Q. How would the tunnel work on this site with mobility?  

A. The design will meet the equalities act and have access to all areas of the 

school. There will be a platform lift in place for wheelchair access to the 

tunnel. 

 

Q. Would the classrooms change if built on this site? 

A. The same provisions will be made in both new options. If building on this site 

(option B) timetables may change to accommodate extra classes in phase 1 

along with temporary classrooms.  New curriculum will come into place next 

year and this will be factored into the new site. 

 

Q. If the greenie site where would the green space be? 

A. Demolish this school and propose this site to be useable green space, and 

communities have been asked what they would want. 

 

Q. When will the works start? 

A. If option A works will start sooner, but option B will take longer with the phase 

2 building demolished in 2023, and finish 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asked pupils for any preferences to which site to build on, the pupils commented as 

follows:- 

 

 Greenie was preferred 

 Building on the greenie would mean less disruption to this school 

 Greenie does not get use  

 People do not like change people are apprehensive about 3-16 school can 

change how schools work in the future parents’ choice could change with 

other schools 

 Sports facilities  

 Need bigger rugby field 

 Would like more sports space/changing rooms this would be beneficial for all 

pupils and staff 



 

Q. There is no hockey pitch at the moment would this change 

A. Mugas are multi use areas which can be utilises by all sports both sites have 

this in the plan, but there is no full size hockey pitch proposed. 

 

Q. What will happen to this land? 

A. This is education land and at the moment no decision has been made and full 

council will have to approve what goes on this site. 

 

Q. On the new site could a memorial stone be placed to commemorate that the 

school was there? 

A. School sites are nostalgic for many people and this is a good suggestion to 

remember the schools that have served the communities up until now. 

 

Q. What will happen about car parking? 

A. This has been factored in and designed across both sites. This will be a 

carbon neutral school building and we will improve active travel routes to try to 

avoid the need for additional cars so that pupils can walk to school. There will 

be sufficient parking and the number of spaces will be similar for both site 

options.  

 

Q. How would the communal green space work on option A? 

A. One grass pitch outside the school boundary but will be used by the general 

pupil after hours, floodlights will be in place this will be for organised groups. 

 

Sports facilities are more or less the same on both sites but will be slightly smaller on 

the option B site as there is a big level drop making it more difficult to construct level 

playing fields. This is why a rugby pitch is needed on the buttercup fields for option 

B.  

 

 

Chris asked if there is anything you would want to see in the new school build.  

 A stage 

 Toilets here are too close together they need to be spaced out more so easier 

to access from different classes.  

 Extra space for relaxing 

 

 

 

 

Q. How do you reach the number for 600 students placed in the new school? 

A. Use the data of how many school children in each school, use birth data 

available to make predictions. Welsh Government have regulations called 

building bulletin which tell us what size buildings and external areas we need 

for that number of pupils.  

 



Q. Will there be separate Dining halls?  

A. Yes, there will be two sperate dining halls. 

 

Q. Will there be a library in the new school? 

A. There will be learning resource centre for you to go and work. 

 

Q. Will there be anywhere to go during break? We aren’t allowed inside during 

break here.  

A. This will be managed by the headteacher. 

 

Q. Will there be benches? 

A. Yes this can be looked at. 

 

The 10 Year 11 pupils were asked preferred option result below. 

 

Option A 10/10 

Option B NIL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3-16 Catholic School Councils meetings 

St Aloysius Primary School 

February 14, 2022 

Present: 28 Yr 6 pupils 

Lewis John, Yr 6 Teacher 

Sophie Nicholls, 21st Century Schools, MTCBC  

Chris Jones, Property Services, MTCBC 

Jackie Huybs, Corporate Communications & Engagement (Notes), MTCBC   

 

Sophie gave an overview on the 3-16 school options and consultation process 

Questions from the children 

Q: If you choose the Greenie option, what will happen to Bishop Hedley High 

School? 

A: The top part of the site will be a community space: it could just be open green 

space, a park – we are asking people what they want us to create on this space.  

 

Q: If you choose Bishop Hedley, what will happen to the pupils who are in school 

there? 

A: They will all move to the bottom site while we work on the top site. When the 

building is ready everyone will move to the new building.  

 

Q: What will happen to our teachers? 

 

A: There will be a new staffing structure – a new head has just been appointed and 

will become the headteacher of all four schools until you come together in the new 

building.  The new Head and governing body will come up with the staff structure.   

 

Q: What’s going to happen to this school building? If it’s knocked down, what will be 

put here instead? 

 

A: We don’t know what’s going to happen to it yet, but it’s land earmarked for 

education, so if we needed to use it for education, we’d be able to.  Or we could give 

it to another Council department.  There’s no plan at the moment. 

 



Q: Is our school uniform going to stay the same? 

 

A: There will probably be a new one, but that’s up to the new head and you’ll 

probably be asked your views on that at some point. 

 

Q: Around half of the pupils currently walk to school. Will it be safe for them to walk 

this further distance?  

A: The Council has to create Active Travel routes across the county borough - cycle 

paths, wider pavements, new crossings on the main road and traffic calming - and 

walking to school will be much easier and safer compared to now.  

 

Q: Will this affect the pupils going to Pen Y Dre High School? 

A: We’re having 21st Century Schools funding to make improvements to that school 

as well, so there will be lots of building works on both sites, but this vote does not 

impact the works in Pen Y Dre. 

 

Q: How long will the schools take to build?  

A: Work could begin on Option A straight away, and Option B would take a little 

longer as the existing school would have to be demolished first.  So Option A would 

be finished by 2025 and Option B by 2026. 

 

Voting 

Option A – 11 votes. 

Option B – 17 votes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3-16 Catholic School Councils meetings 

St Mary’s Primary School 

February 16, 2022 

Present 

11 school pupils from the School Council. 

Mrs Sarah Thomas, Leader of School Council and Year 3 teacher: “It’s been brilliant 

– it’s fascinating to hear about what matters to them.” 

 

Sophie Nicholls – 21st Century Schools Strategic Projects Manager, MTCBC 

Jackie Huybs - Corporate Communications & Engagement (Notes), MTCBC   

Sophie gave an overview on the 3-16 school options and consultation process 

Questions from the children 

Q: Will there be more than one class for each year?  In our school, some have more 
than 30 children, so there are more classes. 

A: There probably will be more than one class for each year and we are building it to 
cope with that. The school won’t be finished for a couple of years so we have 
prediction numbers of how many we think will be in each class, but exact numbers 
are never finalised until that year. 

 

Q: Will there be one big classroom, for year 3 and all the year 3s of the other 
schools?  

A:  Welsh Government gives us lots of rules about how many pupils we can have in 
each class, so we don’t want to put you all in one class – if there were 60 children all 
in one class, you would never all get a chance to speak to your teacher.  So we try to 
keep them small, to around 30, to make sure everyone gets the right amount of 
attention they need from each teacher.  You will likely have many transition events 
where you all get to meet each other and make friends before you become 
classmates in one building.  

 

Q: Will it have the capacity to hold more children than there currently are on the 
sites?   

A:  Yes, from September there will be a new Headteacher who will be Executive 
Headteacher of all the schools, so you’ll all start working together to make sure that 
everyone’s curriculum is aligned. We’re trying to make sure you’re all doing the same 



things for the next couple of years. The whole school building is going to be for just 
over 1,250 pupils, so it’s a big school. But there will be a secondary section that 
takes up about 600 places, so it’s split and you wouldn’t bump into any of the 
secondary school pupils.   

 

Q: Will there be a bigger schoolyard?   

A:  We have rules about how much grass space and yard space we should create 
for. There will be more space because there will be more children who need to use 
the space to play. There will be MUGAs – Multi Use Games Areas - a court that’s 
fenced off with different lines so you could play netball, basketball, volleyball, 
football.  There’s four MUGAs on Option B and three on Option A, so different court 
spaces as well as your normal yard space, so there should be more than you have at 
the moment.  

 

Q: Will there be new yard play equipment or will it come from all the current schools?   

A: Any external play equipment will be new because the current equipment is 
embedded in the ground, so it’s difficult to get it signed off to say it’s safe once it is 
moved. So any play equipment will be new to make sure it’s safe for you all to use.  

 

Q: Will there be different teachers? 

A: Now the Head has been appointed there will be a new governing body who will 
help decide what structure there will be in terms of teachers, so probably there’ll be 
many of the same teachers if they want to come to the new school.  

 

Q: Will there still be school clubs like Eco Clubs? 

A: I’m sure there will – we as a council encourage you to have groups like this if 
we’ve got important things we want to discuss with you, like we are today. What we 
have to do is create a Net Zero Carbon school – carbon is bad for the environment, 
so we want to try to eliminate it and try to make sure our energy systems and what 
heats the school emits as little carbon as possible - it’s going to be very good for the 
environment and we could do some work with your eco councils to explain this.  

 

Q: Will there be new after-school clubs? 



A: Our job is to make sure you have the facilities to have any clubs you like, so 
building needs to be flexible so the school can be used for lessons and for clubs as 
well.  

 

Q: Will there be any road safety lessons? 

A: We’re going to be making sure that all of the walking routes to school are 
upgraded, so it’ll be safer for everyone – there’ll be new zebra and puffin crossings 
and wider pavements. 

 

Q: How many floors will the new school have? 

A: There are different options, but we’re at an early design stage and can’t carry on 
designing it until we have a definite site. 

At the moment, Option A (the Greenie) has two floors – primary pupils would be on 
the ground floor and secondary pupils on the top. 

Option B (Bishop Hedley) is very steep - a 35m drop from one end to the other - so 
we have to make sure we build up enough earth to make the ground flat. 

At the top of the slope, the nursery would be on the ground floor; where the land 
drops, it would become two storeys, with a primary element over the two floors - 
juniors upstairs and infants down; at the bottom of the slope, the secondary end 
would be three storeys, so we would have to put lifts in to make sure it’s fully 
accessible for people with disabilities. 

 

Q: How many years will be within the school? 

A: You can start at age 3 in nursery and go all the way through to GCSEs in Year 
11. There will be less transition for pupils because you’ll be familiar with the site – no 
scary move to big school, because you already know where you are. 

 

Q: Will there be any bus transport? 

A: The rules are calculated based on measurements from your house to school 
gates and if it’s over the distance for walking to school you’ll be able to catch the 
bus. 

 

Q: Will there be one big kitchen? 



A: That hasn’t been decided yet, but we could have one huge kitchen with a servery 
each side – one side a dining hall for primary and one for secondary, so you’re all 
still separate but cooks share equipment - or we could have a separate kitchen for 
secondary and primary. 

 

Q: Is there a big price difference between the cost of building each? 

A: Option A is a lot cheaper – to build buildings like these costs millions of pounds - 
but it’s about £5m cheaper to build on Option A than Option B, because there is so 
much groundwork to make sure the structure is safe and solid. That money comes 
from the Welsh Government and the Council, so we have to write to them to ask for 
the money. 

 

Q: What will happen to the old sites? 

A: We don’t know yet - the only definite thing we’ve proposed is that if we build on 
Option A, the top part of the Bishop Hedley site will be for community use.  The 
Council owns a lot of land split between different departments - school land belongs 
to the education department, so we could give to another department if needed, but 
there are no official plans. 

 

Q: Will there be separate yards? 

A: Yes, there will be separate yards for nursery, primary and secondary pupils, and 
no mixing of age groups. 

 

Q: Will there be mirrors in the bathrooms? 

A: We can look at putting mirrors in – it’s not something we have to do, but if it’s 
important to you, we can look at putting them in. 

 

School Council vote 

Option A – 11 out of 11.  

Whole school vote 

186 pupils voted for Option A, and 27 for Option B. 

 


